Somerset Marches
The day following he got to Chippenham, and at noon on
the 23rd he entered Bristol and marched with the Dukes
of Beaufort and Somerset, and spent the afternoon seeing
the sights of the city. This was that very Tuesday that
Monmouth moved out of Bridgwater. Feversham soon
received news from Colonel Oglethorpe that Monmouth
was at Shepton Mallet, and sending off the Colonel to
Norton St Philip with forty fresh horse, he started at 4 a.m.
and marched the whole of his small army to Bath. With
unusual energy for him he rode in the afternoon towards
Froine to see for himself what Oglethorpe had discovered.
At midnight on Wednesday, 24th, news came from
Oglethorpe that Monmouth and his army were at Pensford,
within six miles of Bristol* Upon this Feversham9 leaving
his foot soldiers in Bath, rode back with his horse to Bristol,
and between four and five in the morning of the 25th
all the Bristol forces were drawn up in a meadow at the
south gate of the city to await Monmoutb's expected attack.
Meanwhile Monmouth's army had, as Oglethorpe's
scouts discovered, arrived at Pensford and encamped there.
They found that the bridge at Keynsham was broken down,
and a party was sent to repair it so that they might cross
next morning. It is curious what strange incidents occur
to disturb the plans of military commanders. That night,
about ten o'clock, the good ship Mary and Abraham caught
fire at the quay in Bristol, and though some say this was
done by Monmouth's friends to lure the militia away from
the city, it was probably a pure accident.
There was great confusion in the city. The Duke of
Beaufort drew up twenty-one companies of his militia in
Redcliffe Mead, and threatened to burn the city down if
any move were made to let in the rebels. The fire caused
terror and indecision in Monmouth's camp, for the idea got
abroad that the Royalists had already begun to fire the city.
Early on the morning of Thurdsay, June 25th, Mon-
mouth marched for Keynsham, where Captain Tyler had